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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PEPRLEUSIS 

SUBJECT: ISRAELI THREAT OF RETALIATION AGAINST FURTHER PLO 
SHELLING 

REF: STATE 79038 

SUMMARY: SYRIA WILL COUNSEL PLO TO OBSERVE CEASEFIRE 
IN SOUTHERN LEBANON. ACCORDING TO FONMIN KHADDAM, GOL CAN AND 
SHOULD MOVE MORE SWIFTLY TO DEPLOY OWN TROOPS TO SOUTH, INCLUDING 
TYRE. GOL HAS 2-3,000 REGULARS READY TO GO. FONMIN MAINTAINS 
THAT FOREIGN "VOLUNTEERS" DO NOT CONSTITUTE A PROBLEM. HIS 
COMMENTS SUGGEST THAT, PUBLIC POSTURING ASIDE, SARG IS CONTINUING 
TO COOPERATE WITH GOL TO KEEP OUT ADDITIONAL PALESTINIAN SUPPORTERS. 
END SUMMARY. 
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1 . MET WITH FONMIN KHADDAM AT 1000L TO MAKE DEMARCHE 
REFTEL. ADDED, INTER ALIA, THAT FORMATION OF UNIFIL IS POSING 
UNUSUAL DIFFICULTIES. IN PREVIOUS UN PEACEMAKING EFFORTS, 
GOVERNMENTS INVOLVED IN HOSTILITIES ASSUMED BINDING 
RESPONSIBILITIES FOR CEASEFIRE. WE KNOW THAT 
SEVERAL GOVERNMENTS CONTACTED BY SYG HAVE BEEN EXTREMELY 
RELUCTANT TO CONTRIBUTE THEIR NATIONAL UNITS BECAUSE OF 
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LACK OF GUARANTEES FOR CEASEFIRE. SAID WE WERE URGING 
ISRAEL TO CONTINUE PROMPT WITHDRAWAL AND NOT RETALIATE, 

BUT CONTINUED SHELLINGS BY PALESTINIANS WILL AT MINIMUM 
ONLY SERVE TO DELAY ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL. 

2. IN REPLY, KHADDAM RECOMMENDED WE CONTACT GOL TO ENCOURAGE 
PALESTINIANS CONCERNING CEASEFIRE. THEN PROMISED THAT 
DAMASCUS WOULD BE IN TOUCH WITH PLO ALSO "BECAUSE WE ARE 
CONCERNED THERE BE PROMPT ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL. SYRIA 

IS CONVINCED THAT CONTINUING ISRAELI OCCUPATION IS BOUND TO FURTHER 
COMPLICATE SITUATION." I ASSURED HIM WE WOULD BE TALKING 
TO GOL THIS MORNING AND KNEW OFFICERS OF SIILASVUO'S 
STAFF WERE MEETING WITH PLO LEADERSHIP IN BEIRUT AS WELL. 

3. SAID THIS IS TIME FOR QUIET NERVES IN DAMASCUS AND AREA 
GENERALLY AND I KNEW THAT WASHINGTON WOULD WELCOME NEWS 
THAT DAMASCUS IS READY ENGAGE ITSELF IN COUNSELLING 
PALESTINIANS TO CEASEFIRE. 

4. WE HAD BRIEF DISCUSSION ABOUT A FEW OTHER ASPECTS OF 
SITUATION IN LEBANON. KHADDAM CLAIMED SYRIA IS DOING ITS BEST 
TO ENCOURAGE GOL/PLO HARMONY BECAUSE, WHEN ISRAEL 
WITHDRAWS, IT WILL BE IMPERATIVE TO HAVE THE PALESTINIAN/- 
LEBANESE RELATIONSHIP "ON A MORE SECURE BASIS". HE 

DECRIED MAJOR HADDAD'S ANNOUNCEMENT YESTERDAY THAT HE WAS 
FORMING A "LEBANESE ARMY OF THE SOUTH" AS REBELLION 
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AND SAID SARKIS SHOULD DISMISS HADDAD. 

5. ASKED IF HE ACCEPTED GOL ESTIMATE THERE WERE 2-3 
THOUSAND LEBANESE REGULARS READY TO MOVE TO THE SOUTH. 

KHADDAM SAID THIS CORRESPONDED WITH SYRIAN INFORMATION. 

THE PROBLEM IS THAT THE LEBANESE GOVERNMENT IS CONGENITALLY 
SLOW TO TAKE ANY STEP AFFECTING ITS ARMY. GOL SHOULD BE 
APPLYING COMPULSORY MILITARY SERVICE BUT APPEARS RELUCTANT 
TO DO SO. "SYRIA CANNOT STAY FOREVER IN LEBANON AND WE 

ARE URGING THAT THE LEBANESE ARMY BE REORGANIZED ASAP." 

6. ASKED ABOUT ANY FURTHER MOVES OF "VOLUNTEERS" 

COMING FROM LIBYA AND IRAQ, KHADDAM REPLIED SCORNFULLY 
THAT IRAQ IS OFFERING ONLY "ASSISTANCE ON ITS TV." HE 
ESTIMATED THAT NO MORE THAN 500 MEN HAD ARRIVED FROM IRAQ, 

MOST OF THEM PALESTINIANS, AND STATED FLATLY THAT NONE OF THEM 
HAD ENTERED LEBANON AFTER THE PASSAGE OF UNSC RES 425 (SIC). 

NO FORCES, HE ASSERTED, HAVE COME OR ARE COMING FROM I .TRY A. 

7. TYRE. ASKED ABOUT SITUATION IN TYRE, KHADDAM SAID 

HERE AGAIN PROBLEM IS ONE OF GOL WILL. PALESTINIANS HAD TOLD 
SYRIA THEY WOULD NOT OBJECT IF GOL DECIDES TO SEND REGULAR 
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LEBANESE FORCES INTO TYRE. SARKIS SHOULD ACT AND SEND 
500 TROOPS NOW AND NOT WAIT FOR ANYONE'S PERMISSION. I SAID 
OUR REPORTS INDICATED THAT PALESTINIANS MIGHT MOVE TO KEEP 
LEBANESE REGULARS OUT BOTH BECAUSE OF TYRE S GEOGRAPHIC 
SITUATION AND OF WHAT WE UNDERSTAND ARE MAJOR PALESTINIAN 
ARMS CACHES IN CITY. KHADDAM REPLIED THERE WOULD BE NO CONFON- 
TATION. 

8. COMMENT: KHADDAM'S REACTION WAS FULLY POSITIVE AND AT NO 
POINT DID HE APPEAR TO INTERPRET DEMARCHE AS RELAYING 

AN ISRAELI THREAT. 

9. FONMIN'S REMARKS DOWNPLAYING SIGNIFICANCE OF PALESTINIAN 
VOLUNTEERS WHO HAVE ARRIVED LEBANON AND IN EFFECT SAYING NO MORE 
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WOULD BE COMING FROM IRAQ STRONGLY SUGGESTS THAT. PUBLIC 
POSTURING ASIDE, SYRIA IS INDEED STILL COOPERATING WITH GOL TO 
PREVENT FURTHER ENTRY OF FEDAYEEN SUPPORTERS INTO LEBANON 
(BEIRUT 1651). 

MURPHY 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: BOMBING, PALESTINIANS, THREATS, REPRISALS, LIBERATION FRONTS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 28 mar 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978DAMASC01723 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7801 38-0679, D7801 34-0529 

Format: TEL 
From: DAMASCUS 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780320/aaaaaqdd.tel 

Line Count: 141 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 665681 bc-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 STATE 79038 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 22 jun 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3189034 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ISRAELI THREAT OF RETALIATION AGAINST FURTHER PLO SHELLING 
TAGS: PEPR, LE, US, IS, PLO 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/665681bc-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



